MMP Minuteman ICBM Milstar Communication Subsystem

This is not a solicitation, but rather a market survey Request For Information (RFI) inviting industry to suggest the most cost effective concepts for updating the Minuteman ICBM Milstar Communication Subsystem. Specifically, this will address Minuteman Minimum Essential Emergency Communications Network (MEECN) Program (MMP) Milstar terminals, antennas, and supporting technologies that leverage Advanced Extremely High Frequency (AEHF) satellite communication capabilities. The United States Air Force, Electronic Systems Center (ESC), Strategic Command and Control (SC2) system program office, seeks industry input and feedback with supporting information as the Air Force studies AEHF terminal capabilities and migration path alternatives prior to formal acquisition planning. The AEHF study will consider future command and control (C2) requirements for the FY 2005 through FY 2025 time frame. The MMP Extremely High Frequency (EHF) Milstar Terminal, currently in development by Northrop Grumman Mission Systems (NGMS), Clearfield, UT, is scheduled for full operational capability (FOC) in December 2005, but is not AEHF capable without modification. The MMP EHF terminal consists of commercial-off-the-self (COTS) components as well as Raytheon designed and developed components. Respondents must include in their reply to this announcement a discussion of the perceived Government benefits for their recommended approach and a description of the concepts and estimated costs for modifying the MMP EHF Terminal to add AEHF system survivable, Extended Data Rate (XDR) capabilities and enabling technologies like Advanced COMSEC TRANSEC System (ACTS).   Industry responses to this RFI will not be treated as formal proposals. Responses should include assumptions for capabilities with expected cost drivers; circuit cards numbers with technology breakdown/percentage per card (e.g., GaAs at different bands, VHSIC/VLSI (Silicon), Lesser Scale Digital (Silicon), Analog, etc.); risks and risk mitigating strategies; and projected development and production schedule and cost by year. Prospective contractors may also request an opportunity to present a concept briefing to the program office.  This notice of intent is not a request for competitive proposals.  The Government will consider all responses received NLT 30 September 04. Firms desiring to respond to this request must submit the desired information on no more than ten double-spaced, single-sided pages.  Firms that submit information in response to this notice are requested to identify prior contracts (by number and issuing office) and government points of contact (preferably buyer or contracting officer) where they have provided the same or similar types of effort.  This synopsis does not constitute an Invitation for Bid or Request For Proposal (RFP) and is not to be construed as a commitment by the Government.  The Government does not intend to award a contract on the basis of this notice or otherwise pay for information solicited.  All small businesses and disadvantaged sources should identify themselves.  For questions regarding MMP, presentation/briefing, or request for Non-proprietary MMP documentation, contact Kent Huebner, Communications Engineer, at (781) 377-8923.  The point of contact (buyer) is Mohammad Yaqub.  Interested firms should submit their written responses to the buyer: Attn: Mohammad Yaqub, ESC/NDK, 11 Eglin Street, Hanscom AFB, MA 01731-2120, (781) 377-6965, Fax (781) 377-2444, Email: mohammad.yaqub@hanscom.af.mil and Mr. Joe Zimmerman, Contracting Officer, (781) 377-9237; Email:  joe.zimmerman@hanscom.af.mil.  Responses must be received no later than  30 September 2004.

