Air Force Modeling and Simulation Training Toolkit (AFM&STT) Request for Information (RFI)

This is a sources sought synopsis for market research purposes only and is not to be construed as a commitment by the Government to issue a request for proposal, award a contract or otherwise pay for information provided in response to this synopsis.  This synopsis is for planning purposes only and does not restrict the Government as to the ultimate acquisition approach.  The Hanscom Electronic RF Bulletin Board (HERBB) will be the primary source of information for this acquisition.  Interested parties are strongly recommended to subscribe online at http://herbb.hanscom.af.mil.  Industry comments and questions shall be directed to the Contract Specialist at joseph.pianese@hanscom.af.mil or 781-377-7064.

The AFM&STT Program and its components is a theater-level wargaming model used in Air Force and Joint training events, Simulation Based Acquisitions, and C2 Enterprise Integration Facility initiatives. The Government is interested in obtaining information of company’s ability in the development, maintenance, integration, test, federation, training and exercise support of the AFMS&STT Program.  The AFM&STT primarily consists of the Air Warfare Simulation (AWSIM2), AWSIM to TBMCS Interface (ATI), and the Logistics Simulation (LOGSIM) program modules.  Additional information regarding these program modules can be found on www.herbb.af.mil under the AFM&STT site.
This request for information is intended to find highly competitive contractors who have demonstrated experience in the development, maintenance, integration, test, federation, training and exercise support of large-scale DOD Air Warfare Modeling & Simulation programs. The Government intends to use the information gathered in response to this RFI to refine the strategy for continued support of the AFM&STT program.  The Government will evaluate each capability package submitted to determine whether they are considered “highly competitive” or “not highly competitive” and will notify each source, in writing, of the Government’s determination and its rationale.  
The Government requests interested contractors submit a qualification package, not to exceed ten (10) one-sided pages, not including supporting graphical illustrations. Please format your submission using 12-point, Times New Roman font, minimum one-inch margins, in Microsoft® Word format.  Please identify yourself as either a Large Business (LB), Small Business (SB), Small Disadvantaged business (SDB), or Woman-Owned Business (WO).  Address your ability to meet the requirements listed above, and provide a brief history highlighting past experience on similar government contracts. In addition to the ten page synopsis, a cover page or cover letter may be included.  Responses to this RFI must be received by close of business (COB) 20 Aug 04. The technical areas of interest/concern are as follows:  

1) Program Module Maintenance and Enhancements.  Ongoing maintenance and enhancements of all AFM&STT program modules, tracking user change requests (CRs) and deficiency reports (DRs) as system trouble reports (TRs), reporting status of TRs and implementing changes as directed. Describe your experience handling the processes described above.

a) Describe information about the size and scope of the program your experience relates (i.e. SLOC, number of developers, number of users, number and frequency of version releases, etc.).
b) Describe your knowledge and expertise in the areas of Modeling & Simulation standards including High Level Architecture (HLA), Distributed Interactive Simulation (DIS), and Aggregate Level Simulation Protocol (ALSP).
2) Exercise/Site Operations Support.  Providing of knowledgeable manpower to support AFM&STT operation software oversight and periodic maintenance of the AFM&STT program modules and external interface.  Please see Appendix (A) located on our HERBB site for use as a rough guide of projected annual events and operations requiring AFM&STT contractor support if appropriate
a) Describe your experience supporting multiple simultaneous international events in a capacity similar to that described above.

b) Describe your experience supporting high visibility international events, including prolonged events (i.e. 30 days in duration) requiring 24 hour support/12 hour shifts continuously, until the end of the exercise.

c) Describe your experience in providing dedicated year-round personnel support to user locations around the globe. (Korean Air Simulation Center, Korea; Warrior Prep Center, Germany and Joint Training & Simulation Center, Virginia)
d) Describe your experience supporting events with the following unique primary objectives to include but not limited to supporting Spiral Events, Experiments, Demos, Product assessment, Systems Evaluation & AF/DOD/Joint M&S Interoperability. 
3) AF/DOD Systems Engineering and Integration.  Systems engineering work in support of AF/DOD/Joint Experimentation, and Infrastructure and Spiral integration for Systems Architecture design, documentation and analysis, Technical Architecture definition, coordination with Operational Architecture efforts, and requirements definition and refinement.
a) Describe your experience, as it relates to the AF/DOD Systems Engineering and Integration efforts listed above to include preparation and delivery of architecture products and participation in reviews of experiment initiatives and technical risk assessments.
b) Describe your experience with AF/DOD certification and accreditation processing and security issues related to Systems & Architecture.
4) Testing.   Software verification and validation testing of the AFM&STT modules.  
a) Describe your experience with comprehensive large scale software testing efforts. Include your companies preferred approach towards the development cycle.

b) Describe your experience providing periodical test reports to a program management office/end user?
5) Integration Efforts.  Integration of AFM&STT with other models over various architectures, including planning, implementation, and site support.  
a) What is your experience with software federation?  Include a brief description of the size and scope of other models your primary program was required to be federated with.

6) Configuration Management.  Maintain configuration management files and software development folders.
a) What is your experience maintaining version upgrade source code and documentation, test procedures and documentation, and integrating approved program modifications?

b) Describe your experience incorporating changes to a program baseline to correct deficiencies, incorporating software/design improvements, accommodating unique training requirements, or providing emergency fixes as required. 
7) Technical Support.  Technical support capabilities to AFM&STT end users as well as the System Program Office.  
a) What is your experience providing Help Desk support on how to use a software program model to various users?
b) What experience have you had with user problems that cannot be resolved via telecons and emails? 
8) Facilities.  Identify home office locations for your prime and sub-contractors. 
a) Discuss the potential work flow relationship of prime and subcontractors that may be geographically separated from each other and/or Hanscom AFB, MA.

b) Discuss possible communication conflicts that may arise and your risk mitigation plan.
9) Security.  Access to classified information up to and including the SECRET level.  
a) Describe your experience staffing for and handling access requirements to classified information up to and including SECRET.
b) Discuss your current staffing levels of personnel holding SECRET clearances or above.
c) Describe your ability to process and store classified material up to and including SECRET within your facility.
Sources interested in being only a subcontractor should ensure your response is incorporated into your prospective prime contractor’s submission.  An additional one (1) page of questions to the Government may be included under separate cover for all submissions; questions will be grouped and the answers will be provided on HERBB.  Sources are also requested to identify, in an additional one (1) page submission, any on-going Government contract vehicles they may have for the same or similar work.  Please include the name and number of the on-going contract, contract scope, contract type, period of performance, contract deliverables, dollar thresholds and limitations, the issuing Government agency, and the name and telephone number of the Contracting Officer. Interested contractors should also identify if they qualify as a large business, small business, small disadvantaged business, 8(a) concern, women-owned small business, HUBZone small business, veteran-owned small business or service-disabled veteran-owned small business and whether they are a U.S. or foreign-owned firm. Responders should indicate which portions of their response are proprietary and should mark them accordingly.  All correspondence related to this matter should be e-mailed (preferred), faxed or mailed to:

ESC/CXK (Attn: Joseph P. Pianese)

15 Eglin Street, Building 1607

Hanscom AFB, MA 01731-2100

E-mail: joseph.pianese@hanscom.af.mil
Voice: 781-377-7064

Fax: 781-377-6439
Industry comments and questions shall be directed to the Contract Specialist at joseph.pianese@hanscom.af.mil or 781-377-7064.
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