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AIRCRAFT SELF-PROTECTION SECURITY SYSTEM

SOURCES SOUGHT SYNOPSIS  10/31/2002

Electronic Systems Center (ESC), Force Protection Command and Control System Program Office Contracting, ESC/FDK, 5 Eglin Street, Building 1624 1st Floor, Hanscom AFB MA 01731-2100

AIRCRAFT SELF-PROTECTION SECURITY SYSTEM (ASPSS).  Contact Point: Mr. Roy Higgins, 781 377-5657.  Contracting Officer: Ms Alicia Gettman, 781 377-8673.  This is not a solicitation, but market research to determine potential sources.  The Force Protection Command and Control Systems Program Office wishes to identify potential sources for an Aircraft Self-Protection Security System (ASPSS).  The ASPSS will be a portable carry-on security system to provide protection for various types of deployed aircraft.  It must be small, lightweight, and compatible with flight line operations.  It will have to provide all weather, worldwide application, with a controllable detection pattern.  Small RF based sensors will be required to provide 360o, 100 meter range capability to detect and track intrusions in areas around the aircraft.  It must detect human and vehicle targets during both day and night, without artificial lighting, and detect in atmospheres containing fog, smoke, haze, dust, and clear air.  Human target detection must include walking and running up to 100 meters and crawling up to 60 meters.  Vehicles must be detected up to 100 meters. False Alarm Rates/Nuisance Alarm Rates must be less than 3 per 24 hours.  The ASPSS is required to have a mobile hand held annunciation capability that provides alarm notification and intruder location relative to the aircraft.  The sensor to annunciator connectivity will be provided by an RF link with an operating range of up to 200 meters.  The ASPSS is required to accept rechargeable and non-rechargeable batteries.  These batteries will provide at least 72 hours of operation without recharging or sensor battery replacement.  The ASPSS should weigh less than 50 pounds and be packaged in no more than two carry-on containers.  Estimated production unit costs should not exceed $10,000 per system.  To achieve the required performance, a development phase of not more than one year, resulting in testable production representative units, is acceptable.  If required and determined to be in the best interest of the Government, the Government is prepared to fund approximately $1.0M of the development phase.  Interested sources should respond by providing evidence of experience in similar development efforts and a plan for producing production ready testable ASPSS.  The Government will assess prospective sources’ potential based on the qualification packages provided.  Firms considered by the Government to be most highly competitive to design and provide a ASPSS will be contacted by the PCO and a list of such firms will be made available on the [HANSCOM] Electronic RFP Bulletin Board (HERBB).  Firms considered by the Government not to be most highly competitive to fund, design and deliver a ASPSS will be afforded an opportunity to receive the Government's rationale and provide additional information.  Therefore, if the number of sources that identify themselves in response to this sources sought prove to be excessive, the Government may decide to conduct a pre-qualification effort in order to realize a manageable number of firms deemed most highly competitive to perform this effort.  Any interested source initially judged as not most highly competitive, will be provided a copy of the solicitation upon request, should one be issued, and any offer submitted by such a firm would be evaluated without prejudice.  Firms who respond to this notice are requested to identify any on-going Government contract vehicles they have for the same or similar work; include the name and number of the on-going contract, contract scope, contract type, period of performance, contract deliverables, dollar thresholds and limitations, issuing Government agency, and name and telephone number of the Government point of contact (preferably the Contracting Officer).  Should it be in the best interests of the Government and within the scope of an on-going contract, the Government reserves the right to satisfy its requirements under such contract. Firms should indicate whether they are a large business, small business, small disadvantaged business, 8(a) concern, women-owned small business, whether they qualify as socially or economically disadvantaged, and whether they are a U.S. or foreign-owned firm.  Please note that the [HANSCOM] Electronic RFP Bulletin Board (HERBB) will be the primary source of information for this acquisition.  Interested parties should check for updates frequently and subscribe to the HERBB update service for the "Aircraft Self-Protection Security System”.  An Ombudsman has been appointed to address concerns from interested firms during this phase of acquisition.  The Ombudsman does not diminish the authority of the Program Director or Contracting Officer, but communicates contractor concerns, issues, disagreements, and recommendations to the appropriate Government official.  When requested, the Ombudsman shall maintain strict confidentiality as to the source of the concern.  The ESC Ombudsman is Colonel Jerry T. Corley, ESC/CO, (781) 377-5106.  The Ombudsman should be contacted only with issues or problems that have been brought previously to the attention of the Program Manager and/or Contracting Officer and could not be resolved satisfactorily at that level.  Interested potential sources should respond to the above screening criteria, in writing, within 15 days of this publication to ESC/FDK, 5 Eglin Street, Building 1624 1st Floor, Hanscom AFB MA 01731-2100, Attn: Ms Alicia Gettman.  Responses should not exceed 10 one-sided 8 1/2”x11”pages.  This synopsis is for information and planning purposes only and does not constitute a Request for Proposal (RFP) nor does its issuance restrict the Government as to the ultimate acquisition approach.  The Government will not reimburse the contractor for any cost associated with preparing or submitting a response to this notice.
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